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Calendar of Events 

Upcoming Events 

Jan 19  VQA Steer Take Up 

Jan 19 Farm Business Management Meeting, Oak Point Elementary School Topic: Fencing Law with Dr. Jennifer Friedel 

Jan 21 VQA Heifer Take-Up 

Jan 22 Smyth Washington Cattlemen Meeting, 4-H Center, 6:30 PM 

Jan 24 Beef Health Conference, VA Tech Campus 

Jan 27 VFGC Winter Conference, Wytheville 

Feb 3 Board Meeting for Smyth Washington Cattleman Association 

Feb 5 Deadline to enroll in the 2026 Master Cattleman Course 

Feb 6 Deadline to consign calves to March VQA Sale 

Feb 12 Master Cattleman Course (held weekly through March 26) 

Feb 16             Farm Business Management Meeting, Oak Point Elementary School Topic: Private Woodland Management 

Feb 19 Smyth Washington Cattleman Meeting, 4-H Center 6:30 pm 

Mar 16              Farm Business Management Meeting, Oak Point Elementary Topic Difficult Calving Techniques. Dr. John Currin, DVM, 

VA Tech  

Mar 24 National Agriculture Day 

Apr 7 Board Meeting of Smyth Washington Cattlemen 

April 23  Smyth Washington Cattlmen’s Meeting, 4-H Center, 6:30 

 

Stay Informed. 

Call 276 706 8339 to get on our e-news list for the most timely information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just Look at Everything That’s Going On! 

A great way to stay current is to pick up a Saturday edition of 

the Smyth County News.  In it, you will find an “Upcoming 

Events” section at the end of all of Andy’s weekly articles! 

If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services or other accommodations to participate in this activity, 

please contact AAndy Overbay at (276) 706-8339 during business hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. to discuss accommodations 5 days prior to 

the event. 

*TDD number is (800) 828-1120. 
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Farm Management Meetings to Reconvene! 

Farm Management meetings are normally held on the third Monday of the month 
during the months of standard time (November through March.)  This means that 
we still have 3 more meetings to go and they promise to be good ones! 
 
Our January 19 meeting will feature Dr. Jen Friedel of VA Tech.  Dr. Friedel is a law-
yer and will be talking about fence laws.  (We apologize if you receive this past time.  
You can receive news faster if you sign up for e-news.  Just send your email address 
to ptester@vt.edu.) 
 
February 16, Bill Worrell, Extension Forestry Agent, will join us and speak about 
woodland management. 
 
March 16, Smyth County’s own Dr. John Currin will be our speaker and he will be 
talking about dealing with difficult births in cattle. 
 
All meetings are held at the Oak Point Elementary School just west of Marion and 
we will be have a meal at each meeting.  Meals are $20 or less per person and the 
proceeds go to help our 4-H Programs.   
 
Please call in prior to the meeting!  This helps us plan for food and also, in case 
weather cancels us, may save you a wasted trip to town.  Call 276 706 8339 or 276 
780-9486. 

Contact : 
Dr. Andy Overbay  
Smyth County ANR Agent  
121 Bagley Circle, Suite 434 
Marion, VA  24354 
(276) 780-9486 
aoverbay@vt.edu 

 

Online: 

http://offices.ext.vt.edu/

Smyth/  

Join us on Facebook at: 

facebook.com/

vcesmythcounty/ 
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Serving You by Reporting and Listening! 

I hope you enjoy this edition of the Smyth County Agricul-

ture Extension Newsletter!  My goal is to continue to pro-

vide you with a newsletter packed with information at 

least once each quarter.  Let us know what you think.  If 

you have ideas for articles or topics of interest, please 

contact us at (276) 706-8339. 
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Despite Lower Numbers… 

VQA Has Banner Year! 

National data shows that the U. S. cow herd is at its lowest point number-wise in over 70 years.  So when we saw that  

the number of calves sold through the VQA program drop, we weren’t overly surprised. 

 

What came as a bit shock was that of 1000s calves that remained in the program, a new way of looking the effects of 
the program emerged.  While numbers were down, the prices the buyers were spending great!!  WHY?!? 

Why are buyers willing to pay even more who for calves them that are so high?  At least one of the reasons, has to be 
that if live calves cost more, then dead ones cost more too.  Conclusion?  Buyer saw the value in the health of animals. 

In 2025, we sold a total of 5,918 calves; making a total of 83 semi loads.  Those cattle brought a total of $13 ,200,915, 
16.  That total represented  an added value of $1,300,899 for the group and  an increase of $224.55 per head. 

Yes, the producers had to spend more money to wean the calves but the return on that money earned 11.19%  in 45 
days.  On a yearly basis, the ROI  for weaning the calves equaled over 90%! 

 

Smyth Washington Cattlemen  Calendar Set 

The Smyth Washington Cattlemen Association meets over the course of the year, pausing only during hay and harvest season. 

This year, we are excited to be investigating some interesting topics and new technologies that area vendors are marketing.  Of 

course the food and fellowship are always a highpoint of the evening.  I can promise you will eat one of the best ribeye steaks 

you ever tasted along with all the trimmings, including Phil Blevins’ famous beans! 

Our meeting dates and topics are voted on by a Board of Directors, which also meets regularly over the course of the year.   

Our January Meeting is scheduled for January 22 at the 4-H Center at 6:30 PM.  This is the meeting everyone renews their dues 

or $25 per year.  Members enjoy a reduced rate for meals ($10 versus $15 for non-members).  Our schedule of meetings to 

date is below. 

Smyth Washington Cattleman Meetings 

Jan 22  Dr. John Currin  Calving Issues: Prolapses, Dystocia 

February 19 Topic:  Forage Production 

March 24 Topic:  Market Outlook & Risk Protection 

April 23   Animal Nutrition, Speaker TBA 

Happy Hay Season! 

Smyth Washington Board Meetings 

February 3 

March 3 

April 7 

May 5 

All Board Meetings: 7 PM at Riverfront Restaurant unless notified otherwise Master Cattleman Program Returns for 2026 

Online program begins Thursday Feb 12 and runs through March 26, 2026 

6:30 to 8:30 PM 

Registration Deadline is February 5 

Register at  https://tinyurl.com/MasterCattlemens2026 

 

 

 

 

Cost is $90 

Includes Notebook with all materials, Certification, and Farm Sign 

Topics include: 

Herd Health, Nutrition, Reproduction, Economics, Genetics, Marketing, Forages 


