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Many of us had them as a child.  Whether you grew up on a working farm or not, there was likely a toy tractor in your toybox.  Farm toys have come a long way over the years.  When I was a little fellar , a 1/16 scale model tractor was around $2.  Today those same models are around $200 or more…. much more.  Still the interest in farm toys and farm toy collecting is keen.  So is the art of farm toy displays.
The first Annual Southwest VA 4-H Tractor Club Farm Toy Display Contest will be held August 2 through 3, 2022 in the Community Building of the Rich Valley Fair.  Contestants are asked to bring a display depicting farm or rural life, accompanied by a brief write-up describing what is going on in your scene/display.
Displays cannot be bigger than 32 inches by 32 inches and must use 1/64 scale (matchbox) equipment.  Displays need to be on plywood or a similar material.  Tables will be provided, but when table space runs out, contestants may bring their own.
Exhibitors are asked to write a few sentences, but not more than 2 paragraphs or one page whichever is smaller, describing your farm scene.  Displays will be judged by a panel and each display will have a numbered jar placed in a central location where visitors can vote for their favorite.  The SW Tractor Club will sell tickets to vote for a visitor favorite for $1 per ticket.
Competition is open to all youth ages 5-19.  Membership in the SW VA 4-H Tractor Club is not required to participate; however, you are welcome to join during the contest.   Equipment, small barns, silos and grain bins can be purchased (i.e. Ertl) or homemade. Going on line is a great way to get ideas not only for the display but the write-up as well.
Displays will be judged on the following basis:

Originality………………………..	25 pts
Contents………………….………	25 pts
Neatness………………….….	….	25 pts
Overall Appearance………...	25 pts
   
Total ……………………………..	100 pts
Division I – ages 5 - 7
Division II – ages 8 – 10
Division III – ages 11 – 12
Division IV – ages 13 – 15
Division V – ages 16- 19
Age is the youth’s age on August 2, 2022.


Participants may set up their displays on Tuesday, August 2, 2022 from 8 am until noon. Judging will be done on Wednesday at a time TBD.  The exhibits will be closed for judging.  Displays must be stay in place for viewing until 6 PM, August 3, 2022. Participants are asked to be on the grounds Tuesday no later than 3 pm or you may be subject to a gate fee.  A People’s Choice Award will be determined by counting voting tickets.  The display with the most tickets will win. All participants will be asked to show good sportsmanship including refraining from negative comments regarding tractor color of choice or disturbing another contestant’s display.  Ribbons will be awarded in each age division as well as a People’s Choice Award.
Come out to the fair on August 2 and bring your farm display or bring your spare dollars to vote for your favorite.  All monies collected will go directly to the Southwest VA 4_H Tractor Club to sponsor club 
Upcoming Events
July 12		VQA Calf Sale
July 22		Deadline to register for Tri State Beef Conference at the early bird rate of $20
July 22		Last day to consign calves to the August VQA Calf Sale
August 1	Rich Valley Sheep and Goat Show Noon (Animals on the grounds by 11 AM)
August 2	Southwest VA 4-H Tractor Club Farm Toy Display Contest set-up, Community Building, Rich Valley Fairgrounds.
August 2-3	Inaugural SW VA 4-H Farm Toy Show  
August 2	Rich Valley Dairy and Beef Cattle Show 4 and 6 PM
August 4	Tri State Beef Conference, Blountville, TN
If you are a person with a disability and desire assistance or accommodation, please notify Andy Overbay or Pam Testerman at (276) 783-5175/TDD (800) 828-1120) during business hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. to discuss accommodations 5 days prior to the event.
Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law.
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